Stonngton
Cemetery

P O Box 345
Stonington CT 06378

PLEASE HELP US HONOR VETERANS by letting us know if the plot of a friend or relative has not been
flagged. If you would like to have a flag remain in place during winter months, please contact us at

thestoningtoncemeteryassociation@gmail.com. Flags are removed after Veterans” Day.

WAV EAND

CHANDLER NORTON WAYLAND was born into happy circumstances in 1835 in
Trumbull CT, the son of John and Sarah Wayland. In 1858, he married Lucy Elizabeth
Elton and went to work for his father-in-law at the Elton Banking Company in Waterbury.
He soon was a principal in several manufacturing businesses and served on local boards.
His only child, John Elton, was born in 1860.

It was not until the next century that Chandler came to Stonington. This was after he
owned one of the Thimble Islands off Branford, Connecticut. He was an enthusiastic
yachtsman and cruised the New England coastline on his yacht, Viola. Perhaps this is
how he found Stonington.

In 1902, Wayland purchased Whitehall from Charles P. William’s widow, Georgia.

The house, an easily recognizable stately columned structure set back from Main Street,
came with acreage that extended to the water on the east. Some of it is now the Avalonia
Land Preserve. Wayland went on to acquire additional properties and became the

largest landowner in Stonington Borough. One of these properties, Wayland’s Wharf,
then a group of small buildings on the harbor, was gifted to the Borough in 1921 and is
maintained as public water access. Stonington was not Wayland’s only vacation property.
In 1908, after purchasing Whitehall, he bought an estate in Bermuda, “ Ardsheal,” where
he spent time every year until 1921, a year before his death.

Chandler Wayland is buried in a large plot just behind the Phelps burial area where the
original stone wall border had been - recognizable by the depression in the ground where
the wall once stood. His large granite stone is inscribed simply “Wayland.” Although

the plot is large, the family dispersed after Wayland’s son, the inheritor of the properties,
died. The plot contains only nine burials - Chandler (d. 1922), Lucy who predeceased him
in 1910, John and his wife Isabel and five members of later generations. We are grateful to
Elton Wayland Hall, a great great grandson for assistance with this piece.
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BY 1840, prosperity from
railroads, banking and
THIRD:BAP"I"IST CHURCH FUND & Whaling had Changed the

: ' economic and social life of
the town. One of the groups
| that benefitted from these
changes was the black
community. Families like
the Rosses, the Gardeners,
and the Woods who might not have been as prosperous
as some of their more well-known neighbors, were
sufficiently secure and comfortable with their place in
the community to form their own collective identity. This
was demonstrated by the formation of a new religious
body - the Third Baptist Church. The separation from the
white First Baptist Church became official on September
28,1846 when a group of seven parishioners (mostly
members of the Ross family) received permission to form
their own congregation.

 PERPETUAL CARE,

First Baptist Church Professional
Care marker.

Their pledge to nurture the “spiritual welfare of our own
brethren” manifested itself in a plan to find a location
where members of the community could be buried
together. Although the Church didn’t have its own
graveyard, it soon turned to the newly formed Stonington
Cemetery Association for space. Within the first walls

of the Cemetery, and soon after the gates were open, the
Third Baptist Church founders, their families and other
important members of this community purchased plots
and were buried here.

One can recognize the Third Baptist Church section by
the many identically sized gray granite blocks engraved
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with “Third Baptist Church Fund
Perpetual Care.” Other stones are
—| simple family markers, similarly
sized and engraved. The headstone
~ for the Gardiner family is an
example. It reads: Clark Gardiner
and Family, Third Baptist Church
Fund. There are markers for the
Henry Wood and the William H.
Jordan families. These handsome
unpretentious markers do not tell
who the family members are. It is
possible, that because burials of other family members
were scattered, this is a way of remembering all.

Founding members
Stiles H. Ross and
Nancy Ross.

Over the next 50 years, demographics and the

Stonington economy changed again. Younger members
of the Church community moved away to larger cities to
find work. By 1924, the Third Baptist congregation, once
66 strong, had dwindled to three souls and the

body received permission to dissolve. Remaining funds
went to the Stonington Cemetery Association for the
purpose of “perpetually caring for the graves of members
of the church.”

By the 20" century little space remained in the original
Third Baptist area, members purchased plots in newer
parts of the cemetery. The distinctive perpetual care
markers tell the story. The last known burial in a Third
Baptist plot was that of Elnora Brown Dortch in 1994. She
is buried beside her father, Elias Brown who died in 1952
in a plot distinguished by this marker: Estate of Third
Baptist Church.

AS ONE OF THE LONGEST serving community organizations in Stonington, we are responsible
for important records beginning with our founding in 1849. The oldest leather bound volumes
from the 19 century are stored in the Woolworth Library at the Stonington Historical Society
along with some more recent books. Other newer records are safe but scattered. We have a data
storage challenge common to smaller non-profits that don’t have office space or full-time staff.
How can records be safely stored and easily accessed?

This summer, the board signed a contract with Cemsites (www.cemsites.com) to create a cloud-
based digital filing and storage system to securely house information for our more than 4700

burials and plot sale records, plus deeds, invoices, obituaries and personal histories. We expect the program to be
delivered early in November when we will begin work to review, correct and upload data. The new system will
have the ability to access and process documents from remote locations and eliminate the problem of storage in milk

cartons, shopping bags, and on multiple laptops. It’s time.
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK everyone who gave to the Stonington Cemetery Association during the past fiscal year -

1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021. Contributions received after June 30, 2021 will be honored in our Fall 2022 Newsletter. If we

have inadvertently missed you, please forgive us and send a correction. Gifts of $500 and over are noted with an *. Gifts of

$1,000 and over are noted with a **.

Mr. & Mrs. John Ackley Michele & John Delmhorst Lisa Kennedy Chris & Cookie Rose

Richard & Dale Ahearn M. Shane Devine Valerie King Daniel Royle

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson W. Aldrich Mr. & Mrs. Michael Devine John A. Kiszkiel IT A. William & Karen Rutherford
David Anderson Jenny Dixon & John Boone Deborah Kotchen Mr. & Mrs.Thomas D. Sanford
Scott Anderson Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Dixon** G.F. Lane Kathleen B. & David R. Santacroce

Raymond & Lillian Arbour

Dona Dodson

Richard Larkin & Laurie Cameron

Kristine Santacroce

John A. Aruda Gary & Janice Donovan Shemaya Laurel Rebecca B. Sawyer* b &
Frances Ashley** David Dresback Dennis Lewis Jane Schaefer StOIliIlgtOIl
George A. Avery Penelope Duckham Amanda Lindberg Robert & Joanne Schwartz Cemetery
Mrs. Brian Barnard James Duerr Geoffrey Little Stuart Schwartzstein

Eric & Marybeth Bartholet
Chauncey & Natalie Bartholet

Judith G. duPont
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Eaton

Bruce & Catherine Littman
Suzanne Lojzim

Scientific Alloys, Inc
James Longenbach & Joanna Scott

Board of Directors

Dear friends,

Anne B. Bartholet** David & Donna Elks John & Beverly Lopes Barbara Sheridan

Elizabeth Bartholet Inger Elliott Bruce & Gail MacDonald Hon. & Mrs. Robert R. Simmons** Lynn Callahan

Randy Bean Frank & Monica Eppinger Donald & Mary Maranell Steven Slosberg President We come to you after a busy year with record plot sales, a healthy financial picture, and an
Gary P. & Francine Bennett David &' Marcia Erskine Harry & Susan Martin HaTriet D. Smith . enthusiastic Board of Directors.

Kyle Berg Dean Fairbrother Alexandra McCagg Anita Streeter Smith Ann Freeman

Eugene & Nancy Bessette Charles Fairbrother Nancy McClelland David M. Smith . . . ) . )

Rosemary Birkholz Ingrid Fedderson Peter J. & Prudence F. Meehan Christopher & Katharine Smith Vice-President Your ener getic response to our fall and Spring appeals this year resulted in a new record for
Kevin Bfé‘/fvdler & Anne :fix | Mﬁrda Fi}f u ﬁm}' Nggﬂé . Caﬁ(’hge Soutelr Stewart Joseph donations received - over $40,000 - with more donors than ever before. We are extremely grateful
Gigi Bradford & Jim Stanfor Christopher Fondulas arry odil Meyer Willard Spiegelman Treasurer . . . .

Thomas & Sandy Bragdon William Fowler & Mary Wolf** Margaret & Mark Milanick Chris & Jackie Spiers for your confidence in and involvement with us.

Alan & M] Brush Peter & Ann Freeman Lloyd Miller Rowland Stebbins IIT Kathy Calkins

Buckler-Johnson Funeral Home Melanie Fritz Dorthea Moore Donald & Maureen Steinhoff Secretary We hope to augment income from your gifts and other regular sources by applying for grant

David & Catherine Burchenal
Amos Burdick

Howard & Sandra Fromson
Dario & Betty Galindo
Richard & Koko Gildersleeve

Jane Morison
Claire R. Morse
Caroline & Scott Muller

Paul & Philomena Stiephandt
Nicholas Streeter
Jim and Julia Streit*

Shane Devine

assistance to the following funders this year: The Town of Stonington, the Charles B. Allyn
Foundation, and CT Humanities. Your show of support demonstrates our vitality to funders.

David & Kimberly Calabrese
Kathy Calkins* Barbara Gildersleeve Donald & Martha Murphy* Lynda Sturman RO'll")'ertII{’I ersh

e ; P im Hogen . . . .
Jeff & Lynn Callahan Marc & Barbara Ginsberg John & Joan O’Brien Robert & ]arfet Sundman ) g We have a handful of proj ects to Complete next year — 1mp1ementmg the Cemsites program,
J. Revell Carr Henri Gourd Patrick & Marianne O’'Hearn Thomas & Lisa Switz Emeline McKeown . h fessi 1 beri £ ol by Craie Czaia that b hi .
Barbara Carr Marilyn Graham Cormac K. H. O’'Malley Thomas Taylor John Olmstead Co.ntmumg the professional num ?rlng of plots oy S raig (Czaja that begun this year, progres&.ng
Lee Cashman Eliza & Stephen Gray Timothy & Joan O'Neill Mary M. Thacher* Rob Simmons with the West Grounds plan and site work, rebuilding the Route 1 wall, and adding landscaping
Cask & Keg Andrea Greene™ Betsy Osha Timothy & Suzanne Tyler Don Steinhoff there. By the end of the year, we will see the last two sides of the hearse house re-shingled, as
Peter & Deborah Castle William J. Griffin IV Cynthia R. Palmer Janet & Alan Vaskas Tom Taylor well as the addition of a fixed gate to the rear of the two building. The gate is a donation by Bob
Tom & Dorrit Castle Sandy & Terri Grimes A Wright & Anna Maria Palmer Sandra F. Victoria o oo . . . A
John & Rita Castodio John M. & Alice Groton III Henry R. Palmer III Roger Vincent Wood. We will finally have the missing granite ball installed on the right front gatepost. Finishing
Melvin Chalfen Elton Wayland Hall Paul Palumbo Bartholomew Voorsanger** is underway at Buzzi Memorials.
Frank & Virginia Colassano Langdon Hammer & Uta Gossman Carol Pampel Stuart Vyse Advisory
Lois & Richard Cole Eric C. & Stephanie K. Hartell Francis & Joyce Pandolfi Kassy White . . . . .
Michael & Merrily Connery William & Barbara Heine John E. Pendleton Elizabeth White* Committee A more detailed I'eCOI'.d of our past year Fan be found in the: 2021 Arm.ual Report and Financial
Carlos & Barbara Cook Elizabeth Henry Peter Perenyi & Sharon Lynch Joan Wiles Mary Thacher Report. These are available on our website and can be emailed or mailed upon request. See our
Steve & Nina Cook Robert Flersh Denise Plerson Victoria Langlen Willard* Chair contact information to the left. We hope you will share your ideas and bring any concerns to our
Bill & Terri Cornell Muriel N. Hinkle Portuguese Holy Ghost Society Tom & Jill Willard ttention. Y Ki thi K ible. Thank
Tony & Harriet Crane Emily Hinton James & Diana Pothast John Williams Georee Aver attention. You are making this Work possibie. ank you.
Alice Wayland Cruikshank Skipp & Breeze Hobbs IV Antone Previty Lucille G. Willoughby F ng di i
Timothy R. Cummings Timothy L. Hogen* David & Cheryl Purvis Franklin & Leith Wood** re UIi .1C
Judith A. Czuba Christpher M. Houlihan Dan & Vicki Quinn Clem & Sally Wood Robert Suppicich Warm regards
Philip Darrell & Alison Zack Nichole Huard James Quinn Andrew & Ellen Wormser Stuart Vyse & /
George H. Darrell Jr. Joy K. Johnson Kenneth J. & Paula J. Reid Ann Wozniak
Trad Dart Philip & Elizabeth Johnstone R. Douglass Rice & Cynthia Elliott Ned York
Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Davis D. Tod Johnstone Betty Richards Mr. & Mrs. Eugene York
Tertius & Belinda de Kay Kit Johnstone Rosemary Robertson Raymond Zujus .
Peter ]. M. de Vries John & Jessie Kam Michael Rochette Lynn Callahan, President

Arthur & Wynne Delmhorst

Jane Keener

Marilyn Champ Rodearmel Family

Website: www.stoningtoncemetery.org Email: thestoningtoncemetery@gmail.com

Perpetual care was a model for funding cemetery grounds
maintenance that began with incorporation. Plot owners paid an
annual fee to have their site cared for. Old record books contain
years of entries. But what happens when plot owners die or move
away and contact is lost? How does a landscaping crew with power
equipment keep track of which plots are up to date with fees? The
perpetual care model became outmoded years ago. The Cemetery
Association now maintains all plots equally and pays for this through
cemetery income sources and a conservative investment fund.
Perpetual care markers are relics of our past.

Much of the work that went on
during this last year can’t be seen.
At least ten potentially harmful
trees were removed. Thirty
stumps, most remaining from
trees felled years ago were ground
out. Slanting stones were righted.
Shrubs were pruned. Stones were
cleaned. Our grounds are more
inviting every year.

We shared our history with the Mystic River

Historical Society in June. Steve Slosberg’s lively
presentation informed members and guests about the
contributions of those buried in Poets’ Corner. You can
find his notes on our website. In October, Liz Wood,
director of the Stonington Historical Society, led a tour
of the grounds that highlighted important burials and
provided a general understanding of our history using
these individuals as examples.

A neglected corner of the 1849 grounds
has been transformed through the
generosity of Franklin and Leith Wood.

A lilac grove was planted this summer
along the north wall of the cemetery near
the Palmer Mausoleum. Several generous
donors have made other improvements
possible including tree maintenance and
removal. We are grateful for this assistance.




